Music is the art that reflects life, ideas and emotions. For some people music is a voice of their thoughts and feelings, for others it's the way to relax and have fun.
People like music. Some of them enjoy classical music, others are fond of pop music.
The appreciation and understanding of classical music comes in time and very much depends on the person's education and intelligence. Moscow hosted the First Music Forum in 1997 as part of celebrations of its 850th birthday. It's symbolic that the Forum took place in Russia. Russia is a country with a great musical culture that has given the world such talented composers, conductors and performers as Tchaikovsry, Rachmaninov, Stravin​sky, Shostakovich, Svetlanov, Spivakov, Rostropo-vich, Bashmet, etc.
However, many young people nowadays like new rhythms, they prefer pop music. It is probably the result of changing times and influence of mass media. Pop music unites the teenagers all over the world and makes them feel a part of global family. This music is a kind of a global language for them. It cuts across all the barriers — age, colour, class, religion — and brings people together.
The dictionary defines pop music as "modern pop​ular music of a simple kind with a strong beat and not usually of lasting interest, liked especially by younger people".
Rock'n'roll, also rock, rock and roll is a style of music that was popular especially in the 1950s, but is still played now, which has a strong, loud beat and is played on electrical instruments and repeats a few simple phrases.
Hard rock is a type of rock music, which has a strong beat, and fast, loud electric guitar playing.
Rap is a type of pop music where the singer speaks or shouts the words in time with music with a steady beat. Jazz is a style of music with a strong beat and some free playing by each musician, originated by Black Americans. The constant elements are improv​isation and variation.
Blues is a type of music that has its origin in America's black community. Most songs are about loneliness, sadness or lost love, sometimes the words express a humorous reaction to life's troubles.
Country music or country and western is the music that is popular and originated from the southern and western United States. It has many sources: tradition​al ballads, cowboy songs, Mexican music and so on.
As for me I like pop music and admire rock'n'roll. I enjoy listening to Elvis Presley (1935-1977). He was an American singer and guitar player who made rock'n'roll (later called rock) popular in the 50s. He was the most successful and influential per​son in popular music. He is often called the father (founder) of rock, or "the king of rock". His music and songs appeal to my heart and feelings. It makes me think of happy times.
I love pop music. I think it's so different and it's not difficult for understanding. That's why many people, especially teenagers, like it so much. It's unusual and exciting and it's the way of sharing all our hopes and fears.
